Empty right iliac fossa.
In the diagnosis of intra-abdominal disease, absence of gas or fecal shadows from the right iliac fossa is an important but nonspecific finding on plain roentgenograms. We found the empty right iliac fossa most commonly associated with acute appendicitis, Crohn's disease, and carcinoma of the cecum. Retrospective analysis of 137 confirmed cases of disease in the right lower quadrant yielded 21 (15.4%) with an empty right iliac fossa. In an additional 21 cases, an empty right iliac fossa was prospectively identified, and 13 of these patients (61.9%) had confirmed disease in a particular area.